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Press Release 
 

According to 2018 annual report and 2019 Q2 and Q3 reports 

Abu Dhabi GDP continues to achieve significant 
growth rates: SCAD 

 
In 2018: 

 GDP grew by 14.6% at current prices and 1.2% at constant prices 

 Oil GDP at current prices grew by 40.2% to AED 338.5 billion 

 Non-oil GDP at current prices grew to AED 543.9 billion  

 Non-oil GDP contributed 58.3% of Abu Dhabi’s total GDP at current prices 
 
 

Abdullah Ahmed Al Suwaidi: “Results indicate sustained growth across 
the sectors of Abu Dhabi economy, thanks to the emirate’s flexible 
diversification model and effective financial and economic policies” 
 
Rashid Abdul Karim Al Blooshi: “Abu Dhabi’s economy continues to 
achieve steady growth rates, thanks to the clear vision and development 
projects undertaken by the government.” 

 
Abu Dhabi 12 January 2020: The Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) has 
recently released its annual national accounts report for 2018, in addition to the 
quarterly reports for the second and third quarters of 2019. Cumulatively, the 
results showed a remarkable increase in Abu Dhabi’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP). These results are testament to the effective financial policies and the 
strength of the local economy of the emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
 
 
Annual results for 2017/2018 
The GDP at current prices reached AED 932.4 billion in 2018, compared to 
AED 813.6 billion in 2017, marking a growth of 14.6%. This rise was a direct 
result of the increase in oil GDP at current prices, which grew by 40.2% to AED 
388.5 billion in 2018, making up 41.6% of total GDP. 
 
According to SCAD’s data, non-oil GDP at current prices increased from AED 
536.6 billion in 2017 to AED 543.9 billion in 2018, achieving a growth rate of 
1.4%, and contributing 58.3% of total GDP at current prices in 2018. 
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Non-oil activities, meanwhile, recorded remarkable growth since 2008 as 
changes in economic activities during the past years have helped accelerate 
the growth rates of the GDP at current prices. In 2018, notable progress in 
several non-oil sectors was observed, including the manufacturing industries 
sector, one of the leading economic activities, which posted an annual growth 
of 8.1%. The public administration and defense; compulsory social security 
activities registered growth rate of 6.2%. Furthermore, the electricity, gas, water 
supply, and waste management activities grew by 5.1%, construction activities 
by 3.8% and transportation and storage activities by 1.3%. 

 
Compensation of employees rose by 3.5% to reach AED 248.7 billion in 2018, 
compared to AED 240.2 billion in 2017. While production, which is the value of 
economic activities, outputs of goods and services, increased in the emirate of 
Abu Dhabi with a significant growth of 11.6%, reaching AED 1,423 billion in 
2018, compared to AED 1,275 billion in 2017. 

 
2019 Q2 and Q3 Results 
Abu Dhabi’s GDP at constant prices 
According to the results of the quarterly economic survey, Abu Dhabi’s GDP at 
constant prices increased 2.7% to AED 204.9 billion in Q3 of 2019, up from 
AED 199.5 billion for the same quarter of 2018. Data also shows positive growth 
in oil sector, and the majority of non-oil sectors, compared to Q3 of 2018, led 
by “transportation and storage”, “electricity, gas, water supply” and “waste 
management” activities. 

 
In Q2 of 2019, Abu Dhabi’s GDP at constant prices increased by 5.2% to AED 
207.7 billion, compared to AED 197.4 billion for the same period in 2018.     

 
Oil GDP at constant prices increased by 12.5% in Q2 2019, reaching AED 
108.6 billion, up from AED 96.5 billion in Q2 2018. Oil GDP accounted for 52.3% 
of the total Q2 GDP at constant prices.  

 
Abu Dhabi’s GDP at current prices: 
Abu Dhabi’s GDP at current prices increased by 1.5% in Q2 of 2019, reaching 
AED 234 billion, up from AED 230.6 billion in Q2 2018. 

 
According to the report, oil GDP at current prices recorded a growth of 4.9% in 
Q2 2019, reaching AED 100.4 billion (up from AED 95.7 billion in Q2 2018), 
making up 42.9% of Q2 total GDP at current prices. 
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Commenting on the results of the report, Mr.  Abdullah Ahmed Al Suwaidi, 
Acting Director-General of SCAD said: “Abu Dhabi’s GDP has shown significant 
growth at both constant and current prices across sectors, proving the 
effectiveness of the financial and economic policies formulated by Abu Dhabi’s 
wise leadership. Despite the fluctuations in global economy, Abu Dhabi 
economy has maintained its stability, thanks to the flexible economic 
diversification model adopted by the emirate.” 

 
Commenting on SCAD results, Rashid Abdul Karim Al Balooshi, 
Undersecretary of the Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development 
(DED), stated that Abu Dhabi economy underwent significant improvements 
over the periods covered by the report, in Q2 of 2019, driven by growth in the 
oil sector. He pointed that the emirate’s GDP results for Q2 of 2019 are the 
outcome of the directives of Abu Dhabi government and its bid to achieve its 
strategic objectives. These aim to take further initiatives to maximize the private 
sectors contribution to the emirate's GDP, enabling it to play an effective role in 
overall development, and attract more foreign investment. 

 
H.E. Al Blooshi pointed that these results coincide with a period when Abu 
Dhabi government is making efforts to enhance partnerships with the private 
sector, through a package of strategic initiatives undertaken within the 
Government Accelerators Programme - Ghadan 21, which are set to  support 
and expand non-oil economic sectors, one of the strategic objective of the wise 
leadership of Abu Dhabi. 
 
H.E. said: “DED Abu Dhabi will undertake further initiatives and upgrade and 
facilitate procedures. This will contribute towards stimulating the business 
sector, especially manufacturing, services, infrastructure, and energy, among 
others.” 
 
 
 
     -End- 
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For more information, please contact: 

 
Mary Khamasmieh 

Weber Shandwick 

M:  +971 50 2731 753 

E: 

mkhamasmieh@webershandwick.com 

Rawad Khattar 

Weber Shandwick 

M: +971 56 336 2121 

E: 

RKhattar@webershandwick.com 

 

Sara Abuhassira 

Weber Shandwick 

M:  +971 50 411 5226 

E: sabuhassira@webershandwick.com 
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About Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

 
Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance 
with Law No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi in particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose 
is to produce statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s 
orientation towards sustainable development and strategic plans under the 
supervision and with full support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi. 
 
Being the of the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, the centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and 
programs that serve the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting 
statistical surveys across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the 
collection, classification, storage, analysis and dissemination of official statistics 
and the release of the results of social, demographic, economic, environmental 
and cultural surveys. 
 
The activities of the centre encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 
accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as 
independence, professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost 
effectiveness and quality of statistics. 

 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Marketing and Communication 
Section 
Statistics Centre Abu Dhabi 
Phone: 028100441/881 
E: Communication@scad.gov.ae  

Mary Khamasmieh 
Weber Shandwick 
M:  +971 50 2731 753 
E: 
mkhamasmieh@webershandwick.com 

Rawad Khattar 
Weber Shandwick 
M: +971 56 336 2131 
E: RKhattar@webershandwick.com 
 

 
 

mailto:Communication@scad.gov.ae
mailto:mkhamasmieh@webershandwick.com
mailto:RKhattar@webershandwick.com

